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• What is the Science and Innovation Network (SIN)?

• SIN is a network of specialist officers based overseas whose primary purpose is to build international 
partnerships, facilitate greater collaboration and promote the UK’s strength in science on the global 
stage. 

• With 145 officers active in 52 countries and territories, the network is a truly global and powerful 
resource.  

• Why is SIN important?

• We do our best science when we work together on an international scale. SIN builds the partnerships and 
networks to facilitate this work.

• International collaboration is essential to
a) tackling global science and innovation challenges and
b) creating excellence in research, business and global growth. 
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UK Science and Innovation

• How does SIN work?

• SIN officers build strong networks in their host county across academia, policy-makers and 
industry. They focus on the core priorities set out below, seeking out and encouraging 
opportunities for collaboration and co-operation.

• The network align both the UK and other countries’ S&I priorities through horizon scanning, 
and through the analysis and reporting of international S&I policies. 

• SIN…your doorway to UK Science and Innovation



Times Higher Education – Central European Summit, 24-26 April 2018

https://thesummit2018.upol.cz/#c18579 

https://thesummit2018.upol.cz/#c18579


Chris Skidmore - Science Minister – Prague visit 20 February 2019

http://www.avcr.cz/cs/veda-a-vyzkum/matematika-fyzika-a-informatika/Nasi-spolupraci-brexit-neohrozi-slibil-Akademii-ved-britsky-

ministr/



In 2020 and 2021, our engagement and events have been online 



24. prosince 2020, 2530 stran včetně doplňkové dohody 
o přístupu do vědeckých programů Evropské unie 





• Britské univerzity patří mezi nejlepší na světě. Podle THE 2024 žebříčku má Spojené království 3 univerzity v TOP10, 
7 v TOP50, 11 v TOP100 a 25 v TOP200. Více mají v TOP200 pouze Spojené státy s 56 univerzitami.

• Spojené království je dlouhodobě významným vědeckým partnerem České republiky a pokud partnerství 
měříme počtem společných vědeckých publikací, je globálně pro ČR na třetím místě za USA a Německem 
s více než 2.000 publikacemi ročně

• Historicky byly britské výzkumné týmy ve více než polovině všech českých výzkumných projektů programu H2020
• Více než 450 českých vědců pracuje na britských univerzitách a v ČR pracuje přes 90 britských vědců
• Pojďme dál rozvíjet a posilovat tuto rozsáhlou síť mezinárodní vědecké spolupráce!
• Informujte prosím své akademické obce a sdělte jim, že Britové jsou opět součástí evropských 

výzkumných programů Horizon Europe a Copernicus 
• Zapojujte britské vědkyně a vědce do svých nově vznikajících mezinárodních výzkumných projektů 
• Pokračujte v dosavadní tradici výborné česko-britské vědecké spolupráce
• Pokud budete potřebovat pomoct na britské straně, obraťte se na mě – otakar.fojt@fcdo.gov.uk

Děkuji …

Co můžeme společně udělat:



Další detaily o tom, jak na vědeckou diplomacii a komunikaci vědy naleznete zde:



French science diplomacy in the Czech
Republic

Czeducon Conference
November 22nd 2023, Brno

Véronique Debord-Lazaro, Science attaché
veronique.debord-lazaro@ifp.cz
www.ifp.cz

mailto:veronique.debord-lazaro@ifp.cz
http://www.ifp.cz/
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French science diplomacy

❖ Long history ; one of the largest science diplomacy network in the world (60 countries – science counselors and attachés, ~200 

staff involved, joint supervision of the Ministry of Higher Education and Research and the MFA)  → act as an entry point for 

researchers

❖ A recent political framework: «Science Diplomacy for France » (2013)

• Asserting France's presence in international arenas where global issues are debated

• Extend our influence through the excellence of our research centers

• Support innovation by French companies

❖ Tools

• Attracting talents

Scholarships « France Excellence » ; Ease the immigration legislation ; A dedicated agency, Campus France

• Supporting cooperation

Bilateral programmes facilitating researchers’ mobility (with 60 countries – « PHC »)

• An international presence

→ A large network (27) of research labs in SSH under joint supervision MFA and the CNRS (Europe, Africa, 

the Middle East, Asia, Latin America)

→ 2 research institutions dedicated to research on the global south (CIRAD & IRD)

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/science-diplomacy-for-france-2013_cle83c9d2.pdf


The Science and Academic Affairs Office

❖ Support the development of Czech-French relations in the field of 

higher education and research, in the EU framework

❖ Promote French scientific and technological expertise and 

contribute to the dissemination of science 

❖ Encourage the development of student mobility between our two 

countries and promote higher education in France (one dedicated 

person -

Ambassade de France & Institut français de Prague CEFRES – French Research Center in Humanities 
and Social Sciences 
Joint research unit (CNRS / French Ministry for 
European and Foreign Affairs)

The French science diplomacy network in the Czech Republic

❖ Connect researchers and research teams in France, the 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia in SSH, 

encouraging interdisciplinary research

❖ Seminars, conferences, workshops

❖ « Plateforme CEFRES » with Charles University & the 

Czech Academy of Sciences to support CZ-FR joint 

projects and encourage applications to EU funding

❖ Training of PhD students (mobility grants)



Our activities

Carry out 
analyses, monitor 
developments in 
different sectors, 

write reports

Connect
students, 

universities, 
research centers, 

institutions, 
companies in 

both countries

Operate funding
programmes & 

one national 
competition

(scientific prizes)

Organize events
(workshops, 
conferences, 

panel discussions, 
summer schools, 

study visits…)

Promote studies
in France, 

support Czech
students who

wish to study in 
France

Support to cooperation in HE, science & innovation

Our focus

• Contribute to the Embassy’s action plan: 

✓in line with France’s priorities in the Czech Republic

✓within the framework set by the European Union agenda (in particular Green Deal, Digital Europe, European

University Alliances)

✓in the context of the renewal of the Czech-French Strategic Partnership (2023-2026)

• Build strong and structuring partnerships with national authorities and local stakeholders (universities and research

institutions, companies, existing networks)

Run the France 
Alumni Czech

Republic
network



European
Programmes

Barrande bilateral workshops
• Yearly event to connect 

researchers in different 
topics (chemistry, 
biosciences, nanomaterials, 
nuclear sciences, AI)

• Participation of young 
researchers required 
(M&D)

Barrande Mobility
• Support bilateral research mobility
• Training of young researchers
• Yearly call and joint implementation with the 

Ministry of Education of the Czech Republic

Barrande Fellowships Programme
• Mobility of PhD students (FR & CZ)
• Short-term stays and double degrees
• Partnership with the Ministry of 

education and joint implementation with 
the DZS

Danube Mobility
• Support regional research mobility (AT, CZ, 
FR, RS, SK, ME, BG)
• Training of young researchers
• Biannual call and joint implementation with 
national authorities of the participating 
countries

Scientific Prizes of the French 
Embassy

+

Toolbox to support scientific cooperation

→ From networking to project building
→ Young researchers (PhD students) at the center



A successful partnership: Barrande Fellowships Programme

Situation ex-ante

• Support to PhD mobility from CZ to FR for 30 years+ (« Bourses du Gouvernement français »)

• Successful programme but unbalanced, not too innovative

• Strong will of the Czech Republic to increase its attractiveness towards international students

→ Develop a joint programme

New agreement (2019) to set up the Barrande Fellowships Programme

• Bilateral programme, both ways

• All discipines

• Same financial conditions 

• Implementation by the DZS (Czech side) / French Embassy + Campus France (French side)

Assessment so far? 

• Professionalization of the whole process

• Increased visibility of the programme →more candidates / better quality

• Increased financial capacity→more laureates

• Better mutual knowledge and increased trust

• Difficulties to trigger interest on the French side



Connect, nurture, share

« Sounds of Science », June 2022

Scientific Prizes Ceremony, June 2023

Science club IFP, October 2023

AI study mission in Paris, oct 2023

Barrande workshop in chemistry in Olomouc, Aug 2023

France Alumni Day, 
Portraits of alumni, 
May 2023



Matouš Glanc, CZEDUCON Brno, November 22, 2023

Uniting Czech scientists with international experience



Czech science is open to the world, its ideas and people. It is world-class and ambitious.

We connect Czech scientists with international experience. 

We share our experience to inspire and improve the science environment in Czechia.

MISSION

VISION



Map of scientists

Building a global community of Czech scientists

Networking events



Inspiring & improving bottom-up

Career development workshops

Blogs, interviews(Social) Media activities



Inspiring & improving top-down

Sociological research Advocacy, lobbying



Synergies between a grassroots initiative & national strategies



Synergies between a grassroots initiative & national strategies



Up next:



General partner

Thank you for your attention!

Markéta
Kubánková 

Vlaďka
Petráková

Anna

Stejskalová

This can 
be you!
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